256                  TAXATION NO TYRANNY.           [A.D. 1775.
manuscripts; and we have no other reason to disbelieve that there are men with three heads, but that we do not know that there are any such men.' He also was outrageous, upon his supposition that my countrymen ' loved Scotland better than truth V saying, ' All of them,—nay not all,—but droves of them, would come up, and attest any thing for the honour of Scotland.' He also persevered in his wild allegation, that he questioned if there was a tree between Edinburgh and the English border older than himself2. I assured him he was mistaken, and suggested that the proper punishment would be that he should receive a stripe at every tree above a hundred years old, that was found within that space. He laughed, and said,' I believe I might submit to it for a baubee T
The doubts which, in my correspondence with' him, I had ventured to state as to the justice and wisdom of the conduct of Great-Britain towards the American colonies, while I at the same time requested that he would enable me to inform myself upon that momentous subject, he had altogether disregarded; and had recently published a pamphlet, entitled, Taxation no Tyranny; an answer to the'Resolutions and Address of the A merican Congress V*
He had long before indulged most unfavourable sentiments of our fellow-subjects in America4. For, as early as 1769, I was told by Dr. John Campbell, that he had said
1  ' A Scotchman must be a very sturdy moralist who does not love Scotland better than truth; he will always love it better than inquiry; and if falsehood flatters his vanity, will not be very diligent to detect it.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 116.
2  At Slanes Castle in Aberdeenshire he wrote:—' I had now travelled two hundred miles in Scotland, and seen only one tree not younger than myself.'    Works, ix. 17.    Goldsmith wrote from Edinburgh on Sept. 26, 1753:—' Every part of the country presents the same dismal landscape. No grove, nor brook lend their music to cheer the stranger, or make the inhabitants forget their poverty.'   Forster's Goldsmith, i. 433.
3  This, like his pamphlet on Falkland's Islands, was published without his name.
* See Appendix. '
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